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HOUGH. the truth o 
- Chriſt's. divinity,” and 
* neceſſity of the belief of it 
among Chriſtians, hath been al- 
ready fully and unanſwerably evin- 


* 


ced in the preceding part of this 


v3, £4 treatiſe 
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4 treatiſe ; yet, as I quoted ſome very 
remarkable paſſages from bene 
by way of proofs in The Reply, I 


ſhall here a little expatiate upon 


them, and proceed to ſhew their 


force in the cleareſt light to all; 


though before placed in a et 


eminent point of view. 


The next argument then in order 
to be examined, and which, with 


ſome others, I before ſaid is never 


to be controverted, is taken from 
the inſtitution of Baptiſm : go and 


| teach all nations, baptizing them. in 


the name of The. Father, and of, the 


De Son, and of The Holy Ghost. 
Matthew xxviii 19,---(@) Now here 


are three Peron in the unity; of the 


Divine, 2 


0 See - Reph, pages 10, Il, 


This SCRIPTURES. 3 


Divine Na ature UifſtineHly mentioned, 
appoiatitig Baptiſm in their name, 
as the method of ititiating converts 
ts the Chriſtian relivion; atid re- 


1 diving them into the boſom of the 


Kacke. Upon what principles of 


Truth then can you or any one ſay 


that, of theſe Perſons ſo uniting 


tlleir authority and giving ſanctiof 


to that office; the firſt only is in 
the Divine Nature, the next merely 
human, and that the laſt has no Be- 
ing at all? Can any thing equal ſuch 
wilful perverfeneſs, ſuch daring i im- 
piety In other parts of ſcripture 


it is faid, the Chriſtian converts were 


paptized in the Name if The Lord, 


and that the Holy Sb came on 
them (5). Can any man fay that a 


(20 Acts x. 44, 48. 
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dif penſation which teacheth recon- 
cilement with God through a me- 
diator; that an inſtitution which 5 
repreſenteth cleanſing from ſin and 
renovation of nature; that an office 
made ſacred by the expreſs appoint- 
ment of God, and againſt the re- 
ſiſters of which, and want af faith 
in the name of Jeſus, ſuch dread- 
ful threatnings have been denoun- 
ced (c), can be properly adminiſter- 
ed i in the name of a creature ? in 
the name of a Being merely human? 
If any one could ever be able to tor- 
ture the words De Lord into any 
ſuch ſenſe, which no one ever can, 


have ſuch men any, even the leaſt, 


idea of the infinite dignity of God, 
who dare thus to compare him with 
them- 
(c) Mark xvi. 16. 


N 
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themſelves? and, by endeavouring 
to make him altogether ſuch an one 


as they are, think he will either en- 


tirely paſs over all fin, though he 3 


hates it infinitely, or that he will 


accept a pretended ranſom, which 
is in fact no ranſom at all (4)? what 
though the humanity of Chriſt is 
fully infiſted on in ſcripture, as it 
1s neceſſary it ſhould be, is not his 
Divine Nature, alſo as fully proved? 
Chriſt indeed in his peculiar hu- 


mility, for pride cannot reſide in 


the infinite fulneſs of the Divine 


Nature, when ſpeaking of himſelf, 


generally uſeth words expreſſive of 


his human nature, calling himſelf 
The Son of Man; though frequent- 
| 0 with the attributes of The Deity 


annexed. 
2 See Reply, p. 8, 9. 


* . : 
ö . 


annexed. And when 2h) High- prieſt 
| ſaid unto him, aulſure thee by: the 


; 
5 
? 
L 
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diving: God, that #bou rell us, he- 
er \thou be the: Chrift the San of 
Cod, he; only. anſwered in the re- 
maxkable words, ho haßt ſaid; 

thereby however in a peculiar man- 
ner fully aſſenting to, and confirm- 


ing the truth of his divinity. The 


high - prieſt you ſee did not aſł him 
whether he was the Son of Man; 
that he did not want to be inform- 
ed of, it being the peculiar error of 
the unbelieving Jews to think he 


was the ſon of Joſeph. Thus much 


then relates to the proof of his 
Divine Nature; and what follows 
is clear and deciſive in regard to 
both. Firſt then for the human 


nature; ; MN, everthelg 5 I ſay unto you, 
Here- 


THE SCRIPTURES. 7 


hereafter ſhall you; ſee rha:; Son: of 

Man, now for the attributes, 2 | 

ting on the right-hand of power, ans 
coming in the clouds of Heaven (e). 
You: will not dare ſurely to attri- 
bute ſuch infinite dignity and 
power to a mere human Being, 
though a creature, as you ſay, made 
after a, peculiar way. What abſurd 
nonſenſe! really wonder you would 


even admit that Chriſt was born of 


a Virgin; methinks it is not a little 
inconſiſtent with your principles. , 


Again; Chrif,, diſſatisfied with 
the account his diſciples gave at his 
requiſition concerning him as the 
Son of Man, and in order to con- 
firm 


- (es) See St. aden Goſpel, chap. xxvi. 
ver. * 64. 


4 


£7 J odroa fr, cc. 
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firm their faith in in in regard to his 
Divine Nature, /aith unto them; But 
whom ſay ye that I am? And Simon 
Peter anſwered and ſaid, Toa art 
the Chrift the Son of the living God: 
And Feſus anſwered and ſaid unts 
him, Bleſſed art thou, Simon Barjona + 
for fleſh and blood hath not revealed 
it unto thee, but my Father which is 
in Heaven (). Matt. xvi. 15, 16; 
17. words in the ſtrongeſt ſtile 
of approbation of his faith: N ow 
for the attributes aſſumed of him; | 
and declared in the two following 
verſes; And I ſay alſo unto thee, 
hat thou art Peter, and upon this 
rock will I build my church: (that 
is, of his faith according to The 
Truth) and the gates of Hell ſhall 


not 
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A commendable piece of modeſty 
this in the unbelieving Jews, I wiſh 
I could as fairly apply to you! 
Now the ingenious Ben Mordecai, 
as you call him, with his ſyſtem of 


degradation might come in here 


with a more plauſible ſhew, though 


entrance is barred againſt you: how- 


ever I ſhall not eaſier accept of his 


medium, than I will of your abſo- 
tute denial ; they are both alike 
abſurd and falſe ; and he and you 


may cordially ſhake hands together, 


for any difference there is between 
you: and if you want a third to 
make up the triumvirate. let him 
be taken from the diſciplesof Mr, 
for even a T---k or an Heathen 
may be truly ſaid to have as much 
of The Faith in him, as any preten- 

E „ 
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ded Chriſtian who denieth the di- 
vinity of Chriſt / 2 ). | 


T po you confidently aver, 
that no anſwer hath been given to 
your falſe gloſſes upon the ſcrip- 
tures; upon what principles of 
The Truth do you ground ſuch 
aſſertion in the face of this plain 
argument, contained in pages 11 
and 12 of The Reply, in words to 
this effect? if it be allowed that 
Foe is to 0 Junge the world, 1 aſſert 

that 


* 


(g) You may well enough think of convert- 
ing Jews, Turks, and Infidels; for I cannot ſee 
the leaſt objection any of them can poſſibly have 
to adopting Deiſtical Tenets ſo comfortable to 
their own. However I muſt beg leave to in- 
form you, your method is not the way to con- 
vert them neither : what is, perhaps, I ſhall ſoon 
| inform you. 
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that it is neceſſary be ſhould be om- 


niſcient; to which may be added 
e 5 vi Now pon: "what 
Prin. 


- 


(4) Theſe things are fully proved 3 


| John* s Goſpel, chap. v. ver. 22, 23 —Jer any 


man read this amazing piece of writing contained 
between verſe the 17th, and the end of the 
chapter, and he has no occaſion'to conſult any 
other part of ſcripture for proof of the divinity 
of Chriſt. It is true there are a few paſſages 
which ſeem a little to favour the inferiority of 
the Son, which are eaſily to be cleared up by a 
good comment; but the teſtimony of his divinity 
is as evident as day-light. I will do the unbe- 


lieving Jews the Juſtice to ſay, that they under- 
ſtood the ſenſe of Chriſt's remarkable words in 


verſe the 17th, My Father wworketh hitherto, and 
1 work, when they ſought to kill him, as is re- 
corded in the next verſe, becauſe he made himſelf 


equal with God, by ſaying God was his Father. 
| Yet ſay you, and ſome others, the words have no 


ſuch meaning z ; more than half the world have 
peen in error to this day; have been all walk- 
ing 


14 Tas Hanau or | 


principles of ri ight reaſon, your own” 
| favourite topic, will you pretend 70 
transfer the incommunicable nature 
of God (as you very properly mom 
from Doctor Caleb Fleming, 
regard to the creation) 77 reſpeci f | 
the attributes of omn iſcience and om- 
nipotence, to any creature, fo as to 
quali h him for the judgment of the 
world, any more than the creation 
of it: "I Doctor F leming 8 words 
as quoted by you in page 451 of | 
The Sequel, Sc. run thus, It zs im- 
poſſ ible (ſays a venerable and learned 
_ writer) that there ſhould be more 
than one Creator; or that the one 
C reator cada emplyy any J nfrrument 

in 
in darkneſs and the very ſhadow of death, until 
I, and ſome other eminent men, aroſe to direct 
you in the way. A very modeſt aſſertion truly | 
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not prevail againſt it. And I will 


give unto thee the keys of the king- 


dom of Heaven: and whatſoever 


thou ſhalt bind on earth, ſhall be 


bound in Heaven: and whatſoever 


thou ſhalt looſe on earth, ſhall be logſed 


in Heaven. Words which contain 


ſuch declaration in the Firſt Perſon 
of omnipotence, authority and ma- 
jeſty, as are not to be uſed without 


blaſphemy by any Being leſs than a 


perſon in the Divine Nature it- 


wr h 


The ſame thing is virtually im- 
| plied in, and evinced by, the queſ- 
tion of Chriſt to the Phariſees; a 
paſſage you have thought proper to 
| paſs over in your terrible progreſs 
through the {criptures. It is re- 

5 corded 


— — — —-— x q 
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— 
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corded in the 22d chapter of st. 
Matthew's Goſpel, verſes 41 to 43 
incluſive, in theſe words. While 
ebe Phariſees were gathered together, 
Jeſus aſked them, ſaying, What think ' 
ye of Chriſt ? whoſe Son is He? 
They ſay unto him, the ſor of David. . 
He ſaith unto them, How then doth 
David in ſpirit call him Lord, ſay- 
ing, The Lord ſaid unto my Lord, 
Sit thou on my right-hand, until I 
male thine enemies thy footftool 9 if 
David then call him Lord, how is 
He his ſon a plain intimation that 
he was ſome extraordinary Being, 
and not merely human! then it 
follows in the 46th verſe, Aud no 
nam was able to anſwer him a word, 
neither durſt any man (from that day 


3 * of him any more que ions. 
A com- 


} 

j 

N 
4 

| 

1 


| 
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in bringing into — that which 


was not; becauſe in ſuch an act of 


omnipotence there could be no medium 


ſuppoſeable between cauſe and effect. 


N ow I do believe I can undertake 
to prove (and every man of plain 


ſenſe, 1 doubt not, will admit the 


truth of the argument) that the judg- 
ment of the world is a matter as in- 
communicable (by reaſon of the,om- 
niſcience, authority, majeſty and in- 


finite power requiſite to be uſed in 


ſuch tremendous tranſaction) to the 
Creature, as the power of creation 
itſelf. And therefore ſay I, accord- 


ing to Fleming's own principles, 


Jeſus Chriſt is truly and properly a 


Perſon in the unity of the Divine 


N ature, or he cannot be able to do 


this. 1 2 the iſſue of the argu- 


ment 


\ 
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ment between you and me upon it. 
But we ſhall perhaps ſee- by and: by, 
that this ſame Jeſus was alſo the 
Creator of the world, as he will be 
the Judge of it; notwithſtanding | 
your and Doctor Fleming's abſurd 
and futile endeavours to deny 0. 


What e work bike! you 
made in examining the writings: of 
the great Apoſtle Sr. Fobn ? Could 
it be thought poſſible for a man to 
have quoted the words of ſuch a 
writer as Theophyla& upon the ſub- 


445 ject; and yet have an underſtand- 


ing ſo blinded, and an heart ſo ob- 
durate, as not to have the leaſt ſenſe 
or 


(i) What follows to page 32 is ſubſtantially 
contained in one paragraph of The Reply, p. 12 
"_ 13. | 


3 


\ 


Taz SCRIPTURES. 1 


or feeling of their beauty Julian 
is truly a proper authority for you 
to quote, in order to controvert a 


ſuppoſed popular error concerning 


the deſign of St. John's Goſpel: 
ſuch teſtimony is ee ben 


ſuch a writer, 
But to come to nr Jene 

on the fitſt verſes of i it, contained in 

page 99, &c. of your work. You 


| there 1 ſee make no ſcruple of ſet⸗ 


ting your own authority and opi- 


nions againſt Euſebius, and abſurd- 


ly quote a paſſage in his writings; 
in regard to the notions of the Pla- 


toniſt Amelius, which makes againſt 


yourſelf, and ſhews what oppoſite 


: ſentiments to yours they both had 


in regard to the purport and mean 
. he ing 


—— m—_ — — 
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ing of the beginning of this Goſpel. 


But this you do in order to contro- 


vert, becauſe Amelins it ſeems was 
a Platoniſt, the opinion and ſup- 
poſed errors of theſe and other 


writers of antiquity, who, accord- 


ing to your account, had early cor- 
rupted St. Jobn s meaning ; and to 
thew. your own ſuperior ſagacity in 
finding out the true one, which you 


| haye modeſtlyenough faid, they, by. 
their e e ee, wake 


25505 L333. « „ 


en We Fairy aſk you, where 5 


2 bal, and dogmatizes 


upon them more unwiſely, than 


yourſelf ? for in page 105 you | 


aſſert, that The Logos, „Mor d; cann of 


FD, 9 Wd oo 
7 6 
4 \ 
* 
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ze under ſtood of Chrif, or to be a 


name of Chrift ; becauſe, if ſo, the 


Apoſtle would begin his hiſtory with 


a downright aſſer tion of t fu rem 


Gods. Pray how came you to be 


ſure of this? have you at any time 


intimately examined and fathomed 
the infinite depth of the Divine 
Exiſtence (4)? Let me remind you, 


as I have already done your firenu- 


ous but raſh and ill adviſed aſſiſt- 
ant, in pages 6 and 7 of The Reply, 


that this is not the buſineſs of finite 


man even to attempt; much leſs 


what he is able to perform. But 


it ſeems all things are to bend'to 


your preconceived notions of the ab- 


ſolute Unity of the Godhead, both 


5 + 1 203 


03) See Wisdom of Sblomos, hy vi. ver. 
16. 
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in reſpect of Perſon as well as Na- 
ture. You have I muſt confeſs 
given here a fair copy of your 
countenance and of the whole tribe 
of Deiſts; but no proof, no not 
the leaſt particle. When you and 
I can underſtand the Divine Being 
as He is, then we will talk of this 
matter; till when, I believe, if it 
be but out of mere modeſty alone, 
it will be better wholly to lay aſide 
ſuch a fruitleſs and tremendous 
ſearch, under the guidance of hu- 
man reaſon ſolely : For who art 
thou, O man ] haſt thou found out 
the Almighty to perfefion ? 


But you ſtill farther perfiſt in aſ- 
ſerting, that the Logos could not be 
meant of Chriſt ; for the proper and 

| peculiar 


3 *Y 
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peculiar characteriſtics of the true 
God are aſſigned to the Logos, or 
Word, viz, to be in the beginning 


with God, and the Creator of all 
things. But this is a doctrine utter- 


ly condemned by the ſcriptures of the 


 Old-Teftament, and alſo by Chriſt 


himſelf, as our Apoſtle records his 
words in many places of bis Gof- 
3 


x have dy ei in page 1 3 | 
of The Reply, that the Prophet 
Iſaiah, ſpeaking by the Spirit WO: 


Chriff in the unity of the Divine 


Nature, calleth him The Everlaſi- 
ing Father ; which is in fact calling 


him The Creator of the world. 


ſay that Chriſt condemns ſuch a 


ann is utterly falſe, in every 


inſtance, 
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inſtance, where he is Wels of | 
his Divine Nature, and union with 
The F ather ; 3 numbers of which 
paſſages occur in this Goſpel : ſome 
of which 1 ſhall preſently eite to 
ſhew their meaning and import; 
for The Truth is as well proved by 
a few paſſages, fairly examined, as 
| by a multitude, | As to thoſe which 
apparently ſpeak of his human na- 
ture alone, theſe, let me tell you, 
will not ſerve your purpoſe to fet 
aſide thoſe, which as plainly and 
fully ſpeak of his divine. Whe⸗ 
ther the Apoſtle again mentions in 
expreſs terms , Chriſt's being the 
Creator of the world, or whether 
he doth not, is nothing to the pur- 
poſe: his teſtimony on this head is 
fo full i in his Goſpel, Epiſtles, and 


Reve- 
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Revelation, as requires the higheſt 


degree of infidelic blindneſs and o ob- 


raed to > gainkay or rehiſt. 


But it Gems The A 1 to 


: be rendered Wiſdom. So St. John, 


who profeſſedly wrote his Goſpel, 
as the other Evangeliſts did theirs, 
to give teſtimony to the Nature and 
Being, and to record the life, words 
and actions, of Chriſt, is to be ſup- 
poſed to begin his Goſpel, after the 


| manner of the Proverbs of Solo- 


mon : 21 K pretty conceit truly! But 
1 ſee you are determined, at all 
events, to level and clear the way 


before you: what pity, as I before 


obſerved, ſuch reſolute perſeverance 
is not exerted in a better cauſe ! for 
all will not o_ + ao on Alps will 


ſtill 
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Mill rife before. you to obſtruct your c 
courſe. 1 admire however ſuch con- 
ſtancy; though unhappily in the 
preſent caſe it merits only to be 
called the height of all temerity 
and obſtinacy, to what miſerable 
| ſhifts are not men reduced, when 
they thus determinately reſolve to 
bring the writings of Divine Truth 
within the reach of their ſhallow 
capacities | in the pride of their 
hearts impiouſſy exalting their rea- 
ſon even above the Revelation of 
God; and vainly endeavouring to 
make that, and what it teaches 
concerning the Divine N ature and 
Exiſtence, bow down and obey its 
falſe dictates! but no wonder; for 

F. Paul hath * told us, the 


natural 


O See FR p. 2 to 8. 
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natural man receiveth not the things 
of 'the Spirit of God for they ape 
ſpiritually dr iſeerned. But what if 
this ſame Wiſdom, if we admit your 
tranſlation, is ſtill to be attributed 
» The Divine Logos, who is The 
Wi Ydom: of The Father (), The 
Way, The Truth, end The Life. 
Feſus faith unto them, I am the 
We ayy and the Truth, and the Lie: 
no man cometh unto the Father but 
ey me. If ye had known me, ye 
ſhould have known my Father alſo (a). 
St, NONE 8 _—_ xiv. the 6th aod 
part 


Vt m ) See the firſt to the Corinthians, i i. 24, 30. 

(n) Let it be duly conſidered how perfectly 
conſonant this is with what is inſiſted on in The 
Harmony of The Truth concerning the attributes 
of God; and the neceſſity of a Divine Mediator, 
on account of ſin. | 
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farther. diſpute ? ? in this verſe alone 
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part « the 7th verſes. N chi 


N ſame John deſcribes him in the 


ſame manner in verſes 7, 8, 9, 14, 


and 17 of this ſame firſt chapter of 


his Goſpel, the meaning of which 


is ſo much in diſpute, under the 
metaphor of Light, which 1s the 
emblem of The Truth : now The 


Truth will be found upon examina- 
tion to be Wi i/dom, and i dom The 


Truth: moreover he ſums up all in 


the 18th verſe, by ſaying, Mo man 
| hath ſeen God at any time; the. only- 


begotten Hon, which is in the boſom 
of the Father, he bath declared 
(him) (o ). What need then of any 


lies TY 


(o) Him is here added by the 8 Sur 
the ſenſe according to the genius of the Greek 
is full without it <ycaſs relating to Oi. 


1s 
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lies the diſtindion between the 
Creator and the creature; ; and if the 


only-begotten Son be in the boſom of 
The Father, he is declared to be a 
Perſon in the unity of the Divine 


N ature itſelf. - 


Agreeable to this is Sz. Paul's 
teſtimony in the firſt chapter to the 
Hebrews. I ſhall here obſerve again 
once for all, as in page 13 of The 


_ Reply, that his plain and apparent 
meaning in this chapter is, to diſ- 
tinguiſh between the Creator and 


the creature; (what other Beings 


there are between them, you, or 


the ingenious Ben Mordecai would 
do well to inform me; for my part 
I have no conception of any : : your 
obſervations then concerning any 

. pre- 
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prejudices or falſe opinions the 
Jews had in this reſpect, deſerve 


not the leaſt notice) that to the 
Son he and the ſcripture in many 
other places aſſign the attributes of 
the Deity, and deny them to any 
creature, of how high an order ſo- 
ever, even to the Angels themſelves; 


| they being as much creatures as 
men are: and that, conſidered in 


any other light, the whole. chapter 


1s neither conſiſtent nor pen 
ble. | . 


Now take either original or tranſ- 


lation which ſuits your purpoſe beſt: 


for my part, Iwill follow the tranſla- 
tion, and think I can defy you ſo to 


alter the face of the original, by 
Joy forced or pectendod meaning of 


the 


Verſe 1. God, who at ſundry times, 
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the words, as to pervert the ſenſe of 
it. I ſhall quote the whole chap- 


ter, and illuſtrate it with comments; 


as well as ſtate objections, and give 
confutation to your errors. | 
N 


St. Paul to the Hebrews, 


CHAP. I. 


and in diverſe manners, 
pale in time paſt unto the 
fathers by the prophets, 
2.) Hath in theſe laſt days 
ſpoken unto us by his Son, 
whom he hath appointed heir 
of all things, by whom al 0 
be made the worlds, | 


Objec- 
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Objections to your Doctrines. ; 


What this 80 of Ged, declared 
by Sz. Paul to be the appointed heir 
of all things, by whom alſo he made 
the worlds, or ages, (for both have 
the fame fignification according to 
The Truth; time having relation 
only to the preſent world, and the 
preſent world to time or times 2 
therefore they are expreſſed i 
the Greek by a word common to 
both) ( P ), no more, 1 to 


you, 


00 Attend you, and the learned now to what 
J have to ſay upon this ſubject. Words have 
not an arbitrary ſignification ; are not mere crea- 
tures of the fancy, as. ſome half-learned men 
have weakly imagined ; eſpecially the radical 
HE ones 
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you, aan a mere creature? the 
world itſelf made by the mediation | 
or co-operation of a creature PF: abs 


ſurd ! 


* ones in all the antient languages, from which 
> others are derived; but have their, reſidence in 
the boſom. of the Divine Lagos, and proceed 
- | from 7. he Truth. itſelf. Neither do we obtain 
0) our ideas wholly originally by reflection on the 
1 ſenſations of the dull and groſſer part of us our 
body, as if matter had the predominance in us: 
5 Nay even our moſt ſimple perceptions do not 
: ariſe ſolely, from the power of our own minds; 


n for they are the temple of God, who is conſtantly 
5 preſent in them, and frequently communicates 
to them the ideas of his Truth. A diſbelief of this 
0 is like endeavouring to ſhut up all the avenues 
1, of the underſtanding, were it in our power, and 
| not ſuffering Truth to enter by any but thoſe 
at which we, in the immenſe pride and i impiety of 
ve our hearts, have vainly pretended to aſſign for 
5 that purpoſe. As if it were poſſible for us to 
en create our minds anew, and ſet bounds to the 
al Divine Influence upon them. On the contrary, 
1ES - | | | | | a6 
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ſurd! monſtrous | "unintelligible ! 
impoſſible | Now, by believing 
Chriff to be one with The Father 


in 


as, in this our preſent corrupt ſtate, we have 
not the power to will or to de what is good, 
though we may concur with, and not reſiſt it; 
ſo we cannot even think aright without the Divine 
Influence and Inſtrution. And he who thus in- 
ſtilleth knowledge into the minds of men, who 
alone giveth the power of entertaining and form- 
ing ideas, and of reaſoning upon them, hath alſo 
given words to expreſs them. In proof of this, 
let ir be conſidered that he multiplied languages, 
at the confuſion of Babel, and diſperſion of the 
nations, in ſo miraculous a manner, as not only 
to impreſs men's minds with an idea of the lan- 
guage given; but ſo as atfo to obliterate and take 
away the ideas of that they were before accuſtom- 
ed to: And if this will not farisfy the learned, 
in regard to the matter under conſideration, let 
them have withal recourſe to the miraculous 
gift of tongues by the Holy Ghoſt. Now God 
who gave them is not the author of, nor hath 
| com- 


rus SCRIPTURES. 33 
in the Unity of the Godhead, AC- 


cording to the ſenſe of. his own ex- 
ien recorded in St. h 8 Goſ- 
| oo 


communion with lies or nonentiries, but is The 
T ruth or Being itſelf. There is an innate pro- 


Priety then i in words; and otherwiſe it could 


hardly be ſaid, by thy 77 ords thou ſhalt be juſtified : 


; and by thy. Wards thou Salt be condemned. I can- 
not therefore acquit Mr. Locke, who commented 
on the ſcriptures, | in thus blindly and groſsly 
oppoſing their teſtimony in this inſtance, and 


ſome c others of much more conſequence to ſociety, 


and, in the pride of human reaſon, ſetting up 


his own philoſophy in its ſtead, which others 


have fallen down to, and as blindly worſhipped. 

Nay, though he hath been taken for a kind of 
Demigod among men, I am clearly of opinion, 
that it would have been better for this nation, if 
he had never writ any thing; ſince ſuch perverſe 
uſe hath been made of, and ſuch high depend- 
ance placed upon what he hath written. A little 


fath will ſet FR and many other ſubjects of 
| much 


F 
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pel, chap. x. ver. 30, 1 adopt 
Hleming 8 argument, that th 


but one Creator. It is not a little 
unfor- 


much greater conſequence to be tightly under- 
flood, in a clear light, without any great depth 
of genius. But weak and futile 6pinions in phi- 
loſophy, grounded upon human notions, ſolely, 
however acute the inquirer, are never likely to 
reach The Truth, at leaſt in capital inſtances 3 
and are frequently nothing elſe but ſuch palpable 
nonſenſe, as is Hardly pardonable in being pro- 
duced: by men in ſuch eſtimation for parts, and 
depth of penetration. If men will thus build 
their ſyſtems upon ſuch ſandy foundations, the 
leaſt they can expect is, that in time they will be 
wafhed away, and their remembrance ceaſe: from 
the earth; and the memory of thoſe who erected 
them be had in diſhonour, proportionable to their 
former apparent, but falſe glory. Wi are not 
to depend on the ip/e dixit of any man: 1 deſire 
no ſuch dependance to be placed on me; for 
though I have a clear and thorough infight into 
the truth of what I write, yet that is no proof: 


my 
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unfortunate, I confeſs, to have the 
tables thus directly turned upon 
you: And, ſupp oſing we ſhould 
admit the word for inſtead of by, 
we ſhall ſtill be at a loſs to get over 
the words upholding all things by 
the u ord 7 his „ in the verſe 

Fa: follow- 


my words are to be brovgtit 1 to the teſt of The 
Truth, and to be tried by that ſolely. 

What the ſubjects of greater conſequence | 
above hinted at are, will be ſeen when I come 
to treat of the word Obedience. You have 
laughed at Mr. Burgb, for being afraid of 
having his religion taken from him, and with 
reaſon, properly reſenting ſuch attempt: but 
take care that I do not return the compliment, 
and deprive you, for your own advantage, and 
that of mankind in general, of that falſe philo- 
ſophy, on the unſubſtantial ſupport of which 
you, and many others, have fo long endeavoured 
to reſt, and 8 your n 3 in 
vain. i 
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0 following for he that made the 
world, is alſo the upholder of 1 it. 


Comment and Obſervation 


on the two Firſt Verſes. 

If this be not the counterpart of 
the declaration of the Holy Spirit 
by t the mouth of! Sr. John in the 
beginning of his Goſpel, we can 
believe nothing; nor ever more at- 
tempt to underſtand or preſerve 


The Harmony of Scripture. 


Verſe 3- Who being the alf 
/ his Glory, and the expreſs 
image of his Perſon, and 
upholding all things by the 
Word of his Power, when 
be had by himſelf purged our 
ſos, Jat down at the right- 


hand of the M. 9 on high. 
Objec- 


mrs SCRIPTURES. g7 


OkjeRtions to your Dodtrines 


Can you really and indeed think 
that he briohineſs of the Glory of 
God, and the being the expreſs 
image of Ms Perſon, can be juſtly 
attributed to a mere human crea- 

| ture, i in how exalted a ſtate ſoever? 
or that your notions of any language 
highly figurative, your common cant 
when you meet with theſe difficult 
paſſages, which are abſolutely irre- 
concileable with your abſurd opini- 
ons, will warrant your expreſſions 
gant and reſiſtance of The Truth, or 
give a becoming and fair counte- 
nance to your falſe notions in favour 
of the creature? Can it be juſtly ſaid 
that ſuch Being wpholderh all things 
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by the Ward of bis Power ? that a 
creature born of a finning woman 
could, by his own Nature, and by 
huimſelf ſolely, purge the fins of 
creatures like himſelf, which J have 
already ſhewn is in its own nature 
impoſſible to be done, without an 
Union with the Divine Nature it- 
felf, which is here by Sr. Pau! 
juſtly attributed to, and declared 
of him? that he ſhould moreover 
of his own proper act fit down at ; 
the right-hand of the Majeſty on 
| bigh ? let the maintainers of ſuch 
groſs opinions never more talk of 
abſurdity : for even only to adopt 
ſuch Tenets is the e of all ab- 
ſurdirics, | 


Com 


y Bios 9 p 


Comment on Verſe the Third. 


In this verſe are uttributed is the 
Meffah, the infinite Dignity, Glory, 
andOmnipotence of God; the Power 
of making ſatisfaction for, and tlie 
Mediation of De Son with The Fa- 
ther on account of, the ſins of man- 

kind; moreover, by Kis Refurret- 

tion, his glorious Triumph over 
” the Enemies both m_ OW * and 


en 8 27 


Verſe 1550 Big made aſp much bet- 
der than'the Angels,” as be 
SY inheritance hath obtained 
a more excellent” name than 


 #bey. 
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Creator from the creature. Agree- 
ahle to this are the 35th and 36th t 
5 e in the 8th chapter of Fr. if 


41 


. Jobn' s Goſpel, paſſages | before quo E 


3 ted i in the 8th page of E Reply, t. 
| with other 1 verſes i in. the ſame: chap- "2 

= i ter, in order to prove t neceſſity f 
bol the interference of a Perſon in I 


* 


. 7 the | - 


: an and that he did ſo interfere. 
The words in the tranſlation run 
thus: And the ſervant abideth not 
m the houſe 0 ever; but 'the Son 
 abideth euer. If the Son therefore, 
full male you free, ye ſball be free 
inuleed. As plain and expreſs a 
diſtipction detween the Creator and 
the creature, as words can give; 
and as Expreſs : a declaration of the 
power and validity of a ſacrifice 
for ſin, and a mediation made by 
the Son of God, truly and properly 
ſo called, in oppoſition to the pow- - 
ers of all created Beings, -peculiarly _ 
thoſe in the human Nature, Who 
are accuſed of being the ſervants of 
ſin by Chriſt himſelf in the preced- 
= verſe z and therefore ſtanding 
G ET © 


—- A — 


DIST” — QQ 3 Ry ot III Ae nens rs -— 2 
CG n o — - = \ 


——————— 
7 
er 
. n 


2 


* Tun HAG r or 


in need of ſuch effectual aſliflance, 
. as he freely gave to, and beſtowed 
on them. This is one of the paſ- 
ſages in Se. John's writings,” of 
which they are full, which in a 
peculiar manner determines the 

point regarding the neceſſity of an 

effectual ſacrifice ſor fin by the Son 
„ God, a matter debated, and fully 
cleared up in pages 7, 8 and 9 of 
The Reply, and again inſiſted on 
with The Crit ical Reviewers in the. 
Preface to the firſt ow: Gi this 5 
| Treatiſe, | 


| Queſtions objective t to your 
A Docttrines. 


Can you, or any man now f 
with Truth, nay, can you have the 
3 face 


„ 
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face to ſay at all, that He who is 
called better than the higheſt Angel 


in Heaven, who alſo claimeth title 


by Inheritance as the Son of God, is 
only to be conſidered as a mere 
man ? according to your ſtrange ac- 


| count of the matter made indeed 


by God, and born of a Virgin in a. 


peculiar way appointed by him; 


but nevertheleſs ſolely of the human 


Ne ature | 5 


* 


Verle 5. Bus to which of the An 


gels ſaid he at any time, 

Dou art my Son, this day 
bave I begotten Thee ? And 
again; I will be to him a 
Father, and he 1 be to 
me a Hon. 


3 229 0 3 Com- 
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Comment. 


18 Theſe words are as expreſs as can 
| be uſed to declare that Chriſt is not 
even of the Angelic race, much 
leſs merely human; but truly and 
properly the Son of. God, though 
united to the human Nature. 


Verſe 6. And again when he v 
eth the fir fi- begotten into tbe 

+ world, be ſaith, And let all 

the Angels of God worſbip 


him. 


Inference So” Rein aa | 


_—— —— 


1 3 even Angels are com- 
manded to worſhip the Son of God, 


much 
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much more ought all rational ter- 
reſtrial Beings, 


ObjeRion to your Doctrines. 


Vet, ſay you, this is to underſtood 

ö only of an inferior and ſubordinate 
kind of worſhip; a diſtinction the 

propriety and truth of which I def 
all men ever to prove, and which, 
through the help of the Almighty, 
I declare I never can in mind and 
conſcience believe. Will you not 
be ſurprized if I tell you, that the 
Pope of Rome hath as good a reaſon 
for the worſhip of Saints and An- 
7 gels? a perſon whole tenets I know 
you pretend you abominably hate; 
but be careful; for your face is 


N here turned towards him, with a 
look 
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look of more complacency, than 
perhaps you was well aware ol. | 


Comment. | 


** 


In this, and the two. 8 
verſes, is again ſhewn the juſt diſ- 
tinction between Angels, who are 

| miniſters or ſervants and creatures 

of God, and the Son who claimeth 
title by inheritance. _ | 

. Verſe 7. And of the Angels he 

. | ſaith, WW ho maketh his An- 

gels ſpirits, and his minjfers 


a flame of fire. * 
(8. ) But unto the Son he ſaith, 


Thy throne, O God, is To 


er and ever, a ſceptre- of 
bias, is the ceptre 
of * A WY 2h” 
Objec- 
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"I 


: Objedtions to your DoGtrines | 


Can any ching afford a more 
expreſs, diſtinction between the 
Divine Nature in the Son, and even 
the higheſt order of Angels 77 
vet ſay you, the whole is only 
bigbiy figurative; very excellent 


truly | to tell you fairly, it is ab- 
ſolutely unanſwerable by you and 


all created Beings. I cannot con- 


ceive how any man in his right 


mind, to make uſe of a common 
| phraſes could n, bring himſelf 


into 


0 7 If han the Angels will not bear the leaſt 


competition, upon what pretence will you ſet up 
the Human Nature alone to mediate between God 
| and Man? ſee Reply, p. 8, 9, 17, 18; alſo 
Agreement, &c. p. 10, 11, 12, 21, 22, 23, 
44, 45, 50, 57, &c. 8 
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into fo forlorn a ſtate as to contro- 


vert ſuch a paſſage; but what will 


| Not the vanity of human learning, 


18 unfortunately joined with ob- 


N eee u e rac 


Comment and Obleivations. 
EG on the eighth Verſe. Ni 


Th — 0 God, it for ever 
4 ever ; poſitively applicable to 
none but the ſupreme, ſel fexiſtent, 
eternal Being, whom The Son is 
kere deelared to be with The Father, 
in the Unity ef the Godhead. 


And, as to Dominion in Righte- 


ouſneſs, 1 as poſitively aſſert, by 
25 xe teſtimony of all ſcripture, that 
F is te be eee to God „ 
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Atte OJ 


whole chapter, wherein any reſpect 


ſeems to be paid to the human Na- 
ture of Chriſt. He appears to be 
deſcribed here as loving Righteouſ- 5 


neſs, and hating Iniquity, i in regard 


of his human Nature; „ as He was 


in the verſe before, in regard of his 
eternal Kingdom, declared to be 
4 H the 


| ford Righte- 
8 72 and Gated I nigh wity, 


7 his. is the only verſe in the 
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the King of ' Righteoufme ; j and in 
the latter part of this are aſſigned 
to him ſuch rewards as are more 
kene applicable to his human 
Nature. But the Apolile doth not 
dwell here 15 for, in the three next 
verſes, he launches out again into 
another ſtrain of ſublimity taken 
from the Pſalms, which is predica- 
ted of Chriſt alſo ; $: but is applicable 
to him in no other ſenſe, but as 
dne with e e in the i 
of the G Godhead. | 19903 2: 
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ue?  boginninghaſt 1 laid the foun- 
DI; 75 dation: 7 the earth”; and 
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Try now. again, as in verſe. t 2 the. 
5 f th s will. not ally with 9 
G's arent FX. e creation by - 
the La „ or in the begin- 
ning of hi hi his Ge arc 55 nothing more 
evident and fue. 
verſe l 11 They” ball periſh, * but 
— " "how remaineft + and they 
. 9199 all ſhall war old as doth @ _ 
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tb  #bow' art the Jame, and 


| Dod Mes: Y 

N ny Nath f ſent n ent or lan- 
| guage ever ſo highly "fi Zur drive will 
whrrant. thus attributing the TY 
of Ereatioh, „ Eternity, oy and” Un- 
changeablenels, tlie Palle attri- 
back of God, to the Meſſiah; wer Fx 
He not; in reſpect of his Divine: 
Nature, one with the Father in the 
Unity of the Godhead. Nay, were 
there a thouſand paſſages i in ſcrip- 
ture ca ible of being miſrepreſen- 
; ted anch miſunderſtood, this chapter 
never can be; but. is A touchſtone 
to try che Truth of your Doctrines, 
and is abſolutel) unanſwerable; for 
in verſe the I 3th, and the laft, o- 


15 62. l F f 
—_ curs 
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curs again the juſt diſtinction be- 


tween the Creator and creature; 


a diſtinction which runs through the 
whole chapter, reſpecting in every 


Inſtance the Sn God in oppoſi- 
tion to all created Beings, (peculi- 


arly any in the Angelic Nature, 
concerning whom ſome of the Jews 


had conceived idolatrous notions) (7) 


and which is here put at laſt, by 


. a of L nen e on 
1 e I 5 FE a Verſe 
a ni SHOES Or; 325 | 


N Tour Sees arguments ge the 
neceſlity;of attending, to the, Jewiſh prejudices, in - 
order to underſtand the ſcope of this chapter, 

here again, as in the caſe of Fleming s argument, 
moſt unfortunately make againſt. You. | So much 

for the ingenious , Ben Mordecai, and the learned 

- Dedaer Fleming. 
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"eagle ſaid be at any time, 
Sit tlou an eee | 
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£ 
If then aue belly miniſlers 

and ſervants, where is man (en 

with Power, according to your ac- | 

count, ever ſo great, yet ſtill a 

mere creature) to put in his claim to 
Eternity, Unchangeableneſs, Work 

of Creation, Kc. but I ſay no 

more; for your ways, in a ſenſe. 


10" er words aer * buen of 
the 


+ & F 


1100 . 
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the original, are almoſt 18 find- 


ps out. 


I need not go Wen ; for this 


chapter will fairly bear the ſtreſs 


laid on it in the before-mentioned 
paragraph, in pages 12 and 13 of 
'The Reply, and is wholly unanſwer- 
able. However proceed we now 


to the Greek ee and i its effectual : 


i proof, contained in few. words in 
the ſame paragraph, which 1. ſhall 
| here a little an on. 


| 1 1 is Jae l that to /a ay 
1 only-begotten . Son of God is not 


f Gad, is a contradiftion in terms; 
that is, an abſurdity upon the very 


face of the words, much more. in 


regard of their infinite ſenſe, and 


A 


— — üb —— cECCLLRRXTT — — — — . « 
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an expreſſio hon unworthy US any. nan, 
even of tolerable capacity, | And-i in 
a note ſubjoined it is ſaid, Any ane 
might ſay with as much, rec. en and 
confiſtence, that the: . on a man was 
| not human. Now what can You, 
"MW or any. man reaſonably haye to ſay 
1 againſt this? pleaſe to obſerve, it 
is not Son of Man, as in many 
parts of ſcripture declaring Chriſt” * 
= human Nature ; but Son of God, 
| declaring his — 5 : and more | 
than that, only-begotten Son of God; 
and declared to be ſo by the Holy 
Ghoſt, in the. Words of the Father, 
from Heaven, in ſeveral places of 
ſcripture | to what purpoſe, if he 
was only a man ?---As being begot- 
ten, conſequently not- made : but, 
in n regard of his Divine Nature, par- 
taking 


| TAs SCRIP TUR E 8. 8 57 i 
taking of the Nature Ur God, as 


every man born according to the 


| fleſh doth of the human, begotten 
n before the worlds 095 . the Wen 


S Roſs of 


1 s) The 1 of this meh led | 
ſome to deny Chriſt's humanity; as you on the 
contrary, by adhering too cloſely to the teſtimony 
given of his Human Nature, have denied his 
Divine: however neither of theſe opinions are 

the true one; for Chriſt is both God and Man, 
by myſterious Union of both Natures totally in- 
explicable, and therefore to be received only as 
matter of faith; it being a thing abſolutely be- 
yond human ability to comprehend, as I have | 
already told 7 he Author of the Remarks, in page 
the 6th of The Reply; but nevertheleſs moſt in- 
fallibly true. S. Paul hath it clearly in his firſt 
Epiſtle to the Corinthians, chap. xv. ver. 47, 48. 
The firſt Man is of the Earth, earthy : the ſecond 

"Man is the Lord from Heaven. As is the carthy, 
Jews are "mo N ar? earthy: ond « asts the heavenly, 


W771 
. 
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of the inviſible Cod, the ef- born 
of every creature: For by Him Were. 
| all things created that are in Heaven, 
and that are in Earth, wifible and 
inviſible, whether Thrones or Domi. 
nions, or Principalities or Powers: 
all things were created by Him, and 
Vor Hin. And be is before all things, 
and by Him all things confift. Epiſt. 
to the Coloſſians, chap, i. ver. 15, 
16, 17.---I, have ph. of the firſt 
verſe, in order to ſhew the eternal 
generation of Chriſt, in regard of 
his Divine Nature; as I have the N 
two latter to ſhew the conſonaney 
i dn en e of the whole 
wy are they 4% that ere A Hcreby 
plainly intimating and declaring, that the Son 
of God deſcended from Heaven, and took upon 


him the Human Nature; and that there was an 
Union of that with the Divine. 
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with the ſame 7. Pauls fiſt t Ehaps 
ter to che . 5 ard chat | of 
| both with the be nning of F.. 
bn 8 Goſpel. 2 5 —— Being 


3 


s is eternal, can fuch Power as Is 


3 omnipotent, and which created the 
world, now, think") you, be Juſtly 
s licatect of a mere creat te? what 
would” ybu” have "thore-Riong and 
convi Vial ng? arehot' all the writings 
of {criptiite, regarding the Divine 
Nature of Chriſt, written, as it 
were; witl a fun: beam? a0 59 The 
Truth more clear and ffulgent than 
n * 


et | BY Fi | 51.3 BA 


No ſenſe. can polũbly be We 
of this extraordinary portion of 

ſcripture taken in any other point 
af view. I cannot help therefore, 
in this place, begging leave to 12 


60 2 BUR: HarMONy or * 


ply to yo the words of Criſt, 
N when be - appeared to the perſecu- | 
ting Saul, the ſame Perſon who 
when converted vrqte the abov 
cited ee words, . 75 


8 hy perſecuteſt thou; 75 
Teuth, 9 it is hard for thee. — 


—— 


2 wo the pricks, Yaur,,notions 
5 8 e "Wl LS 


an that the. Wine Nature of | 
Chriſt 3s as fully jndiſted on in ferip- 
ture, as his human. - You have 
proved. the latter : :I the former. 
1 therefore leave you to make your 
beſt of it; whether you will receive 
the expreſſions i in ſcripture Tegard- 
ww each N. ature, in the ſenſe of the 
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riters inſ red by the Holy Spirit; 
and with true Believers admit the 
ivine as well as the human Na- 
ture of Chrift;; 5 whether 7 ou will 
reſolutely adh 


the words which relate to his Hu- 
manity, and obſtinately, not to ty 


worſe , endeavour to bring the ſen 
rendes, reſpecting the Divine Na- 


ture, "in" GibjeRion to the Human,” 
Such wien, 2 decerding to the lanz 


guage of Seripture, are deſoribed, ; 


as the unbelicving Jews of old were, 


ar having eyes which hes not: at 


| having ears anhieb Bear art. Said I 


not therefore juſtly in this ſame 


paragraph of The. Reply, in order 
to explain the ſenſe of which ſo 


lang 2 comment hath been wrote, 
that, 


— —  —— = 
* 
* 
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. e, with your” bre- | 
thren' the ten to rece wing only 
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1 geen ne bei- 
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Met me tell you, it was but an 
dd and. inconſiſtent. attempt, a 
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to 37. Ie 0%) Here ends che Explanation of, 
and.Qb ns on che Paragraph in The Reply, 
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chis time of day, even in the latter . 
ages of the world, to think of teach- 
ing Chriſtians a new faith; for tho” 
it is allowed on all hands, that there 
have been at times-in all ages fome 
reſiſters of The Truth, they have as 
often been ſilenced by its voice. 
Do you really think it modeſt or 
becoming to pretend to ſet aſide, 
without the beſt knowledge, fuch 
teſtimony as you have to cope with 
in former ages, through the whole 
courſe of the reception of the Goſ- 
pel, in favour of your own perverſe 
notions, however backed by the ex- 
ample of ſome few men allowed on 
all hands to be peculiarly eminent 
for quiekneſs of perception, and 
— of ee 5 yet 


never * 


6. Tov Hanudat or 
nevertheleſs fallible creatures (x)? 


Examine your c heart, and find 


out, if poſſible; if it was owing, tod 
the genuine Love , The Truth 


alone {y). We have indeed a re- 


mar kable inſtance recorded in ſerip- 


ture, that of Sr. Paul, of integrity 
and zeal in a bad cauſe, who was 
as confident as you are that he was 


coſt 


(x) I ſhall anſwer this argument more fully 

ay: and by (y) May the Almighty for- 
give me, if I judge amiſs; but, a tote 
the ſtrong teſtimony of ſcripture on the point, 1 


cannot help ſaying, that I think there i is ſome 


latent unobſerved error in the mitids and wills of 


ſome Perſons, which is the occaſion of the pre- 
ſent, ſtrange, and otherwiſe 'unaccountable; op- 
Poſition to The Truth.  Agreeable to this, ſee 


the beginning of the Preface to The Agreement 


of Regan, &c. and the whole of it; alſo Rh. 


Pages 3, 4, 5, 12 and 13 
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coſt kim; what an humiliated ſtate ; 
of mind; what expreſſions of ab- 


| horrence of his conduct, when he 


was converted; and that nothing 
leſs than a miracle could ſave him. 
though ſuch things as miracles are 


not now to be expected; yet 1 


heartily wiſh. his cafe may be yours. 
I ſhall therefore apply his words in 
his Epiſtle to the Hebrews, chap. iii. 


ver. 12. to you, and ſome others, 


Take heed, brethren, ef there be in 
you an evil heart of unbelief in de- 


| parting from the living God. 'You 


ſee in my Reply to the Author of The 
Remarks, I have quoted Sr. Fohn to 


prove, that he that denieth the Son, 
the ſame hath not The Father. But 2 
| hath cut out a religion for. himſelf, 


which doth' not now belong to the 
ED 


Je” oh 
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ee race, nor wall be accepted. | 
It might have done for them in 
their ſtate of innocence; and may 
yet do, with due humility and 
obedience, through the merits of 
Chriſt, for thoſe poor creatures Who | 
have not known his name; and 
whoſe caſe, though their minds are 
obſcured by the blackeſt darkneſs, 
is highly nat to that of the 
rejectors of The Truth of The Goſpel; 

but not for thoſe, in a yet more 
unhappy ſituation, who have ſo re- 
jected it (z). For, whatever you 

may think, whoever wilfully deni- 
eth the Divinity o, Cbriſt is no 
longer a Chriſtian; the ele gant, 

learned, forcible, and pathetic wri- 


* * . 1 ter 
ö ; k not; » . | 
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Od See Arreenent, &c. P. 23, 63, 54. 
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ter of Refegnation ae h hath al- 
125 mw obſerved.” 7. 
1 come now to e laſt (ETD of 
; Chriſt's Divinity, t taken from ſcrip- 
ture, and inſiſted on in The Reply; | 
except thoſe I have already diſcuſſed 
with The London Reviewers, and 
which, were it the only ohe, is 
wholly unanſwerable. It is this, 7 
am the Reſurrection and the Life : 
he that believeth on ne, Yhough he 
were dead, yet ſpall he live; and 
whoſoever liuetß and believeth in me, 
ſhall never die. St. John's Goſpel, 
chap. xi. ver. 25, 26.— if any man 
ſhall pretend to tell me, that any 
Being leſs than the Divine can make 
uſe of theſe words without blaſphe - 
25 'T will n never believe him; and 
| 3 K 2 af 


— III 2 tes» 
* ” 
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Life, and thus foreſhew- 


the Son, 1s never to be got rid of 


if be preſume to declare, chat 4 : 
mere creature can properly call 
himſelf. 239 Reſurrection and The 1 
will raiſe the dead; I ſhall tell him 


1 3 a 


plainly, that he Ft conn no more 
credit than an ideot or a madman ; 5: 


for the ching is in its own brug 


* 
le. — Lg hs ** e A 
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de e more, ＋ RY if my 
Father are On, Goſpel of st. 1 95 5 
2 5 x. ver. 30. This moſt re- 


able paſſage of ſcripture, which 


| io expreſsly declareth the abſolute 
; Unity of the Divine Nature, (Four 


own favourite topic, though miſ- 


applied, and that of every man of 


underſtanding) in the Father and 


kes 
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let Von, or The "Auther of. the Re- 
marks, tranſlate it One Ting, or 


whatever elſe the perverſe, heart of 


man can think of. Here it is, in 


this very ſame Goſpel of Se. Jobn, 
(che ſenſe of whoſe moſt. ſublime 


writings you. have yainly engeayour- 


cd in ſo many inſtances to accom- 


7 LP £ Þ 


| modate to your own opinions, or 


forcibly preſſed into your ſervice, | 


contrary to their moſt evident, and 
avowed. meanings). an expreſſion « of 


Obriſt himſelf, which he could not 1 4 
make uſe of, were he not in the 


Unity of the Godhead, 55 One 
ny. The Father . 


* 0 
1 4 , 2 | % 3 : F " . 5 — 
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8 3: cad: Had] as ny my: health ond | admit | 


1 of ſo great application, I could ſhew the greateſt 
part of the Old and New-Teſtament in the ſame 
clear light; for there is no doubt but the whole 
zs perfectly conſiſtent, and at Unity with itſelf. 
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2 0 abſolutely the former ; 3 thoke 
| only excepted which take up *the 


matte 
proof of Chriſt's human Nature, a 


thing not now-a-days in tlie Jeaſt 
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But it is time to give over; ; for 
were 1 to. folle w the weight of vi- 


* rere 
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dence. which lies againſt you;' op to 
hall y you ur bye-paths, 


rors. 
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among ſuch” an ap! 6 7 abherdle 


and als, and from the midſt 
of © the blackneſs -of that darkneſs 


W erevrith © N your writings are in- 
Spec er moſt. of the paffage 
4 yOu aue que oted; | make more agaibit 

ou than for © you; and 7 'of 
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r merely in regard of the 
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controverted,) I ſhould never have 


done: It would! in fact be to write 
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28 1 


4 comment 01 on the whole N gew. Te 
tament, and 1 La rather do it. EY 


I will not 8 au, that 
every thing you have wrote is bad; 
no, let me give every one what! is 
due to him. Your Obſervation, 
in page the ſecond; 18. admirable 
and fine. Certainly no one ought 
to be luke-warm i in matters of ſuch 
high moment ; and, becauſe he un- 
derſtands the ſeriptures aright, to 
ſit down cool and contented, while 
be ſecs his Fello w-Creatures miſe- 

rably, as he thinks, led on into ig- 

noranee and ; error, £5] Such conduct 

is, undoubtedly, very worthy „f 

blame. But then zeal like this, 
let me obſerve. to you, ought to 
5 de directed by knowledge, This 


18 


” "Tux Handen or 


is al b a: proper Apoleg) y for my 
writing againſt you, who, believe, 
may know what I write to be the 
Sor a on the IS 


This fins Obſervation of yours, 
Wim leads me to contraſt it 
with its contrary, in the very firſt 
page of your Preface. The willing 
meſs, and growing candour, you ſay, 
in men of the preſent age, 10 have 
theſe points examined, is a rare 
Felicity of the Times. It is for You, 
indeed. N ow, J cannot but think, 
(tee how men's ſentiments differ)- 
that ſuch willingneſs in men in ſo 
deliberately hearkening to your falſe 
Doctrines, concerning ſuch ſacred 
and intereſting ſubjects, is the utter 


proocb of; ad ne, Fo or 1 here 
414 15 — ä N * Fo 233 again 
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again repeat, what K* before inſiſted 
on wich the C ritical Reviewers, No 


man who has any conſcience, or the 


leaſt remains of feeling left; can but 
know that he is obnoxious to the 
Juſtice of God. This is nigh the 


5 heart and ſoul of every man 50 
and is the grand reaſon why the 


Goſpel was received by the Heathen 


world; in order that men might be 
relieved from the ſtings of that bit- 
ter enemy to their peace, which 
they carried about conſtantly with 
them in their own boſom; and to 
appeaſe the inceſſant warnings of 
which, they did not ſtop at ſacri- 
ficing even human victims. IT heſe 


are the cries s of nature in man; the 


1 | Voice 


( St. Paul to the Romans, chap &. ver. 8. 
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voice c The Truth itkelk z, which 


not even all, much leſs any * - 
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Perſon, can, reſiſt; for, if man wi 


„ » 5 Sw 


3 
* I 


FF 


13151 


not receire its teſtimon ny to their i 
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information and amend. m nt, it 156 
greatly to be feared, na certain, 
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5 that they muſt. do it to tl EIT, con- 
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5 But to 1 29 —.— now. not 
what, to believe in any rem remedy r 
the true « one, is falſe and childiſh; 


not to ſay 1 impious and a e 
of God. Appli to this, let 


124 


me cite the ſtate of. the unbelieving 
„ (in which, predicament. many 
pPeerſons in this kingdom who call 
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(e) N John's Golpel, 8 xii. ver. — 
St. Paul to the Hebrews, chap. xii. ver. 25, 
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1 8 Ix Chriſtians are included). . = 

g ſtron Z 7 deferibed by $1 PBuF48 ' 

th beginning of t thet tenth chapter of TE 
5 le to the Romans. (x) Bre- 


thr 7 . 7 my. bearts. defire and Prayer 
to 55 2 rael i is, that the) 2y "might i 


N ns 
* 1 2 a 4 


! = beſet: e 2) ; For 1 bear them res 

cord, that they Le 6 1 

N 32 . ng to knowledge.” * 4M 

| Exact © delc I ption « of © 3 caſe, al : 
of Mr. 725 „ and many others; for. 

as Lollo IS In the third verſe; hey, 

| theſe men, "being ignorant” of God * 
"Righteouſuefs, and going about 10 

: 125 bei, ot Righteouſneſs, 


vB, 


ot Jubmitted' 40 the Ri g breπũ/]eg 
neſã of God, The peculiat caſe of all 
8 is. (4) Fur "Chrif ir ths end 


"of #þ 7 2 A for N. ighteouſneſe, 7 70 every 
ene hat eller. So. then here is 
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not a a perſeat e to be 
made for ſin, in order to ſatisfy the 
Juſtice and Righteouſneſs inherent 
in the Divine Nature, as before i in- 
ſiſted on, and which thoſe men who 
depend ſolely on their « own righte- 
ouſneſs deny; but alſo a perfect 
righteou ſneſs to be performed for 
man, before he can be accepted by 
the God of Righteouſneſs, agree- 
ably to Chriſt s Nn expreſs declara- 
tion recorded i in the Goſpel of St. 
Matthew, chap. v. ver. 17, 18. 
Think not I am Come to  deflro oy. the law 
or the Prophets : Jam not come to 
deftroy,... but to fulfil. For verily I 
ſay unto you, Till H. caven and Earth 
paſs, one ot, or one zittle, Gall in 
uo wiſe paſs from the lau, till all be 
ful, led. What a ſublime, and ſtrong 
| deſcrip- 
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11 5 deſeription ofthe unalterable nature 
of The Truth, and the uncharige- 
ableneſs 1 che Divine N WT You 


& 4% a Wh a 


| yl be capable of pert this 
Ri ighteouſneſs ? or, if ke could by 
| the peculiar aſſiſtance of God for 
̃ himſelf, that it would be accepted 
* the Whole race of finners i 'in the 
ſame nature? To make ſhort work 
of it; God, who 5 18 the "Creator, 
can Alone be the Reſtorer of his 
work 5.---He created them good, 
| as is declared in Geneſſs, chapter 
4 the fiſh They ſinned, ' Geneſis by 
chapter the third. He reſtored 
| them by his own Son, a Perſon i 8 
the Unity of the Divine Nature, 
who was alſo the Creator of the 
world; the great ARCHETYPE 
| nee 


* 
* 
* 
| P 
| 
| 
i 
? 
i 
j 
: 
U 
j- | 
: 
3 
qr 1 
nl 
z 
| 
I 
* 


pledge; 


. 


into th 


3 19 


14 


.CTIC 0 
H. 74 2214 
The latter verſes of this fa tent 
6 0 441 44 #43 ma x | | 
ch ter to. the, Romans above-cited. 
that, h iad x man. continues in 
12 ſtat ate he was in when 
"cout. of the hands of bis 


eh Ser The Reph, p. 6 7, 
and 11. 


rut sR 1 VER. 70 


of f the fi aw, as | Buds in 1 the 

fifth, fi is bolly to ' ſuppoſe, 
that & : * 

th 8. od required. more of i 

uk Was able, with his aſfiſt 


Hire [39 2 I 
wy to o perf orm) no Mediator, 


by * ar n the contrary, throu 


th e K the fon of 


K. you have Gied FS example 
of many great men, natives of this. 


#3 4*# + a W 


country, as of your. own opinion 
and perſuaſion, and which I am 

ſorry to ſee mentioned; (for Po 
example is is of no weight, were their 
parts greater by far than they have 
been thought ; anc only. ſhew s their 
1 wk Zn alli 


3 3 facrifice = þ S&4 3; HJ 77 8 22 Mm 21 $ 
* *. ©. 
had n neceſar > 


s Fault, bad once taken place, . 
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fallibility 3 in this capital 3 
as well as ſerves to confirm the 
Truth of my remark, concerning 
the danger of the pride of human 
learning leadin g men into infidelity, 
proved by quotations from ſcripture 
in the. 4th and 5th page of the 
Reply 3M Þ ſhall here take the li- 
berty of placing in oppoſition to 
theſe, among many others, pecu- 
liarly the ſentiments of one, who 
has been univerſally allowed to have 
been at leaſt equal to, or greater in 
acute penetration and ſolidity of 
judgment, than any of the Perſons 
you have mentioned: I mean the 
great Lord V erulam; whoſe fine 
confeſſion of faith, is worthy the 
Peruſal of every man of genius, and 
every lover of The Truth. | 
OY. 8 ; But 
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But you will perhaps ſay to me, 
em am J to believe there ore two 
Gods? or, which appears to me 
to be the ſame thing, how am I to 
Believe, that there: are more. Perſons 
Zhan One in the Godhead | ©: I, cer- 
tainly moſt perfectly agree with 
you, that there 1 18 not any God out 
One; but * will not pretend t9 
here. are not more Perſons than 
One i in the Divine Nature, which 1 
cannot comprehend; ſeeing God 
bimſelf hath declared that there 
are. How can I tell the mode of 
his Exiſtence? Am I, a poor, ig- 
norant, and ſinful creature, to pre- 
tend to curtail his Power, and ſet 
laws to his Being? Do not I fee 
upon earth mankind endued with a 
M 1 
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power of producing their Uke ? and 
am I to deny that to the great Telf- 
exiſtent BEING, the etetnal ENS 


E N TIUM! which he has given to 
the meaneſt of his creatures? Be- 
ſides, how do I know, but that 
there may be a kind of ſubjection, 
in regard of the duty and obedience 
of a Son to a Father, even in the 
Divine Nature itſelf 2 5 Which, | 
by the bye, is an argument which 
vil greatly take off from the ſtreſs 
to be Jaid on the paſſages you | have 
quoted from Holy Writ to prove 
the inferiority of The Son; but 
no way affects bis divinity. 0 B E- 
DIEN CE is a word of ſuch 


latitude, and a precept of ſuch 
= py extent, 


(Y See the firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians 
Chap. xv. p. 28. 
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extent, that I will not preſume to 
fay it is not in Heaven, even in the 


Divine Nature itſelf ; for J know 


no end thereof /g ).--OBEDIENCE 


18 UNITED WITH LOVE +), 


WHICH IS THE VERY Es- 


 SENCE OF THE DEITY. 


Theſe 13 are incomprehen- 
ſible myſteries, which we cannot 
fathom; but it certainly follows 
that, Chriſt be the Son even of 
God, obedience 1s due, according 
to our. beſt conceptions of the 


moral duties. It is true, it may be 
extremely difficult for ſome perſons 
to underſtand how this can as well 


1 the Divine Nature as the 
3 20.2 human; 


5 Fi . in en , On 
Wiſdom of Solomon, chap. vi. ver. 17. 
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human ; but this is no . that 
it | doth not exiſt: The ſcripture 
-warrants ſuch a notion of it; nei- 


| ther is it ſo hard to apprehend, 
when we conſider. that it is joined 


with eternal and infants love 0. 
. The 
$ i) Happy would ir de for this nation, if 

this precept was duly conſidered, attended to 
and practiſed by all; no one excepted ! F or | 
ſubject to the force of this potent law, each man 
is born into the world. This is the endleſs chain 
which links all together; this alone the indiſſo- 
luble knot never to be untied ; which produceth 
the performance of the various and reciprocal 
duties among men in the preſent ſtate; and 
| whoſe obligation will be eternal. The wretched 
wrangling of parties then is both abſurd and 
wicked; all notions of Compacts impotent and 
vain ; * the authority of the Omnipotent in all 
kinds of government is the only ſanction of 
laws 
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The due conſideration of this 
will account for the propriety of 
the expreſſion of Chriſt in his 
1 


laws 0 a). by E Hin m alone kings reign, and princes | 


| decree juſtice. Power then f is not lodged in the 

| breaſts of the multitude; doth not take its riſe 

from thoſe who are. born under the obligatory 
bond of obedience ; they cannot therefore put up, 
and pull down kings at their pleaſure, under pre- 
tence of their breaking the original contract. Obe- 
dience, not only for wrath, but alſo for conſcience 
ale, is their Proper motive and duty: as that 
of governors 1 is to rule by the wiſe laws which 
are in the conſtitutions wherein they preſide : 


not to alter thoſe which are good, and when 
freſh ones are made, to give their ſanction to 
none but ſuch. If they abuſe power, God will 


| require it at their hands : who then need envy 
=} their 


(a) Romans, chap. xiii, ver. 1.—Firſt of Peter, chap. ii. 
T3, 14, 15.— Wiſdom, chap. vi. ver. 3.—Alſo Homer's 
Iliad, book 1, part of ver. 238, 239- —and _ the 2d, 
ver. 197, 
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prayer in the garden, and many 
ſuch like paſſages i in ſcripture. This 
however i is not to be taken without 

CON- 


their condition ? What greater puniſhment need 
they have than that fearful one, of falling into 
the hands of the lying God (5)? ? Some reſtzve 
ſpirits there will be i in all ages, ever read to dif. 
turb each other's peace ; ; but, e the 
Power of this world to be ever ſo unduly exer- 
ciſed, to God are all accountable. No methods 
of relief then ought to be fought, after, but ſuch 
as are ſtrictly lawful. Men may vainly propoſe 
this or that remedy for their caſe ; but, as things 
in this world are either permitted or diſpoſed by 
the government of a Being Infinitely powerful, 
wiſe, and Juſt, the only infallible one for national 


Bs, calamity i is reformation of manners (e), and the 


dernier reſort of the good man, under. the worſt 
of circumſtances, is reſignation, and prayer. 


Evi wy NC and amn _ uu infallibly 
414: EEPMmg 4 | into 


(3 See Wiſdom, * Gh clap. * eo Wiſdom, 


chap. vi. ver. 34. | : 5 
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conſideration had of the relation it 
bears alſo to him in regard of the 
human Nature he had taker on 
him. It ſhews the duty of prayer, 
and it is worthy obſervation, that 


- Chriſt, in reſpe& no doubt of his 


chiefly; is declared in ſeripture to 


1 'a pattern for all 7 J in to follow. 


Biit no man who believes” his «4 di. 


vinity! can abſurdly thidk, tkat, 
though hie prayed: againſt drinking 


eee he was not IR Teloved 


* 


| int 22 joy 0 its Lord 100 but what ca de 
and obſtinacy, what can the wilful celifters, 
either in belief or practice, of his Trurb expect, 


but in the end to be utterly confounded, by the wo 


fiery indignation-which will deſtroy Them ? ? 


(4d) See verſe the, 186k mals St. Matthew's Cofe. 
chap. v. ver. 3 


— 


human Nature; and conduct in it 
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to drink it. Ta: that cad was. he 


man N ate, as — as | to. bear 
witack t to The Truth. | 


5 1 is * 1 50 . y: 1 
that ſome tremendous tranſaction 
Was going to be accompliſhed, 


which to me appears to be nothing | 


leſs, . than Chriſt's. bearing, by rea- 
ſon of his union with the human 
Nature, the infinite diſpleaſure of 
God the Father, on account of the 
ſins of the whole world; for other- 


wile, no man in his right mind can 
; A I * 


| think, that he would fo. earneſtly 
have prayed, as man alone, ſo ſup- 
ported by God as even you allow, 


againſt ſuffering a violent death . 
only. Tis what many men have 
borne 


bets Gy het & 
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borne / with the utmoſt conftancy 


and firmneſs; eben in a bad cauſe. 
No; this will never account for 
that energy of prayer, and that 
agony of ſpirit, deſcribed to have 
beef undergone by him; and his 
perfect ſubmiſſion to it, in the 
words, neverthels 5 not as I will, 
bit ai thou with, and conſequent 
ſufferings, exprefsly ſhew that no- 
thing leſs than ſuch a ſacrifice and 
expiatibn on the part of man for 
finn, performed by the Son of Cod 
- hirnſelf united to the human Nature, 
| could be accepted by the Divine Be- 
ing, or reſtore that Righteoufneſs, 


and ſatisfy that perfect Jaſtics, which # 


18 in God. 


N Some 
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Some men may think What 1 
Haug of this; I have already cau- 
tioned you and them, not to think 
of God as one like yourſelyes 2 
and theirs is the conſequence, Who 


ſhall preſume | to intrude. themſelves 


into his preſence, with all their fins 
about them (I); and not under 
cover of that all- ſufficient facrifice | 
which has been made for all men, 
who put themſelves i into a capacity 
of receiving, by nat obſtructing the 
operation of his will, . (according to 
the tenor of my writings on the 
ſame _ ſubject heretofore). (n), the 
effects of the infinite benevolence 
37:0 9 F405 Wht 
G See The Reply, p. 9, 16, 179. (1) Goſ- 


pel of St. Matthew, chap. xxii. ver. 11, 12. 
(n) Agreement of Reaſon, &c. p. 23. 
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But you will now perhaps retort 
upon me, What! am I, your equal 
in underſtanding, to give up my 
05 arguments at your inſtanee? No, 
I will never do it. If you wilt re- 
ceive The Truth, I anſwer you muſt. 
However be that as your own mind 
ſhalt determine, I owe you no ill- 
will as a man, whether you do or 
not. Now I have confuted you, I 
am again your friend: Jam heartily 
ſorry for, pity, and pray for you. 
What can I more ? It is impoſſible 
for me to accede to your argument, 
8 while 1 my underſtanding and facul- 
ties ſubſift; for a tittle of The 
Truth, as it repdideth the eſſential 
article of the Chriſtian religion, the 
belief of the Divinity of Chrift, 
though only a plain member, and 
NJ = 
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not a regular Divine of the Church 
nor any man upon earth, however 
dignified or diſtinguiſhed. And 
though 1 have not. put my name to 
my writings, it is not becauſe I am 
aſhamed of them; for were the ne- 
ceſſity already arrived, and that fa- 
tal period approaching when the 
Son of God at his ſecond: coming 
ſhall hardly find Faieh upon the 
earth, I would not 96 oppoſe 
One, but All men in this cauſe. 


Little did I think when a young 
man, and I am not now an old 
one, that J ſhould live to ſee the 

Arian and Socinian hereſy revived; 


much leſs in the boſom, of the 


Church of. England : A Church 


uni- 
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univerſally eſteemed and applauded 


by all foreign ones of the Reformed 
Religion, as that next beſt to their 
own; a ſtrong preſumptive proof, 
that it is the beſt of all, in regard 
of the Doctrines it profeſſeth, and 


the propriety and decency of its 
mode of worſhip. Little alſo did 


I think that I ſhould live to ſee this 


nation already as it were grown old 
in effeminacy, profligacy, corrup- 


tion and vice; this nation, I fay, 
once moſt remarkable for ſoberneſs 


and ſoundneſs of ſenſe; ſimplicity 


and purity of manners; the fa- 
vourite object as it were of Heaven; 


and in many periods abounding 
with men, famous for exalted no- 


N heroic actions, and ſubſtan- 
tial 
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tial virtue. The change i ind ed 
both horrid and alarm arming (a): Kip 

J have done. To all gehen 
of The Truth 1 have one ſhort 
anſwer, taken from the firſt Epiſtle 
of the great Evangeliſt, Apoſtle, 
and Prophet St. John, chapter the 
5th, verſes 10 IF and 44 


. 7 
If 


He that believerh on the Son 1 7 


God, hath the- witneſs in himſelf: 
| be that believith nor God, (he) hath 
made him a liar, becauſe 1 he believeth 
wor the ; record which God { fon Bis 5 


@ yes the preſent generation patty — 
this; ; otherwiſe though J have ſeen the change | 
in my own time, and know it, it will be in vain 
to ciution them, if men will nat hearken : for, 

though they have been taught The Truth, it will 
not avail, wichout the practice of it. 


Ar — + nee 5 ener r 4 
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| * od, this is the n that 
God bath given #0, Us eternal Life : 
an: 115 L. 4% 7s in As + 3. 
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0 F 11 is not Son of Man here you "I there- | 
fore all the quibbles of the Aui bor of the Remarks 
concerning the Atbanaſan Creed," though ever ſo 
acute, fall to the ground: for as direct Proof is 
given in Holy Writ of the Divine Nature" 92 
Chriſt, "ks of his bumas; ald though Mad I 
reaſon ſhould not be able ch Explain their Union 
with the moſt perfe& conſiſtenice ; yet, let the 
pride of man confider, that God himſelf hath de- 
clared it by his Holy Spirit, from the mouth 3 


St. Paul, in his firſt Epiſtle to Timothy, chap, in. | | 


ver. 16. Aud "without Controverſy, great is the 
Myſtery of CONT © God y was > manifeſt in the 
„ elk, 
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dee, 2 
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11 is hoped that neither Sa 
any man, will trouble me any more 


«FN W 44% 


on theſe n matters; 4. fer, if they dare 
to reſiſt the voice. of. The Truth, 
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the Almighty. will appoint. ſome to 
reſiſt them, with that ſword of the 
Spirit, 


3 
4d 


Fleſh, juſtified. in the Spiri (00. n Angels, 
preached unto che Gentiles,. believed on in the 
world, r ceived up. into. Glory. An amplifica- 
tion, . the fublimity and grandeur of which is won 


4 derful; and which is at the ſame time literally , 


true! Iris really amazing to think how the learn. 

ed of this world have been vainly amuſing chem. 
the almoſt general oegle& of hoſe wolt ſublime. 
of all compoſitions; till that truly learned Prelate, 
and Right Reverend Father in God, the preſent 
B—p of O— 4d led the way, in his Prelec- 
tions, de Sacrd Poefi Hebræorum. 


0 Reply p. 7. He of The Trath, p. 41. 
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Spirit, and defence of the true re- 


ligion; againſt which, and the ho- 


nour of God, the attempts of their 
enemies are become ſo ſcandalous, 
barefaced, and even paſt toleration, 
except in the unbounded charity of 
man, and the infinite mercy of 
God, that it is become neceſſary 
khus openly to reſiſt them. My 
arguments, you ſee, through the 
ſole mercy of God, who alone 
giveth knowledge and inſtruction, 
5 perfectly agree with the pure and 
- . genuine nature of The Truth, whoſe 
living waters run in clear and un- 
contaminated ſtreams through the 
ſacred writings, thoſe fountains of 
2: © 7 3 ; with thoſe indelible cha- 


O _ raters 


is p) 8 Sex The Hatton of The 7 ruth, p. ound to 
Why 38 . 


* 
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racters written on the heart and 
ſoul of man, concerning the Divine 
attributes or perfections; with the 
teſtimony of conſcience, that ray 
of the divinity implanted in him, 
to be a guard to, and watch over 
him, to direct his ways, and bring 
him to happineſs. [Yours are the 

dictates of a blinded underſtanding, 
perverſely reaſoning againſt it: And 
why, truly ? only becauſe Man can- 
not find out the Almighty to per- 
fection; the creature comprehend 
its Creator! What monſtrous folly 
and" impiety | yea what madneſs | 
I have already more than once 
cautioned unbelievers not to think 
5 of God as ſuch-an one as themſelves, 
leg he ſhould ſome time or other ſet 

before them the things which. they 

| cn Be 


wa T D a Cn 
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Moe el 0 What man can think 
of ruſhing into the preſence .of 
God in judgment, without a due 
qualification 9)? of that God who 
chargeth even his Angels with folly; 
who abhorreth thoſe who wilfully 
reject his Anointed; and who can 
only look with complacency on his 
ereatures in the face of the bleſſed 
Jeſus (Y, the Lamb Wie bon blemiſh, 
and without ſpat; appointed, in the 
Divine Preſcience and Counſel, 20 
be flain from the foundation of the 
world ? Q conſider this, ye that for- 
get God ; who deny his Nature and 
Attributes, or live in open defiance 
of his laws The latter, I hope is 

"202 not 


(2) St. Matthew's Goſpel, chap. xxii. ver. 11, 
$86 C) See Lord Bacon's Confeſſion. 


of Faith, 
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not your caſe; that I moſt ſincerely 
wiſh may be an error of the under- 
Gaddiog! only. dons God: convert 
be . - 2% 3-2-4 8 tine 


J. 0 


Mikes, Us. 0 Gd yy Gd 
. 90 Truth! from tbe impiety of fin 
an the abſurdity f ignorance; and 

inn leus onęfold, under one Shep- 

herd; Jeſus Chrift;. thine only-be- 

3 5 N a ae e Sen an. 
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POSTSCRIPT 


BY WAY OF 
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0 v yy Soba Ovens hare 
thought proper to ſet yourſelves 
in a peculiar manner againſt the 
matter of Subſcriptions, hos advan- 


eing the authority of the ſcriptures 


above them: thus what is unde- 
niably true of the latter, juſtly in- 


terpreted, is made an unfair handle 


of it to aboliſh the former; when 
it is not poſſible, unde the preſent 
depraved ſtate of human Nature, 


tor fallible men to agree in general 


in 
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in their expoſitioiis of ſcripture. 


Such various and contradictory opi- 


nions, as are met with in the world 
concerning the meaning of it, can- 
not be all right; for The Trutb i is 
one, ſimple, uniform, and un- 
changeable. Should then Subſcrip- 
tion be once aboliſhed, and each 
individual left at full liberty to 


think as be judged right; ſuch pre- 
tended and falſe Liberty would only 


be the cauſe! of the utmoſſ lioenti- 
ouſneſs; would let" looſe ſuch ab- 


| ſardity and error into the boſom of 


the Church, as wou Id not fail to 
produce the utmoſt conſ uſion. Theſe 
things then well: deſerve the moſt 
ſerious conſideration of all men; 
for Liberty is a dangerous word, 
which may be, nay which has been 

made 


Aa 
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made an ill uſe of; for though 
moſt ' undoubtedly ſuch a thing as 
Liberty, both civil and religious, 1s 
to be had in practice as well as 
ſpeculation ; yet neither of them 
is to be. preſerved but among the 
good : And as to the former in 
particular, it can only ſubſiſt when 
the reciprocal duties obligatory on 
both governors and governed are 
duly performed on both fades (): 
when the latter yield due Submiſ- 
ſion, and the former exerciſe their 
authority with Juſtice, Lenity, and 
Moderation. As for You, and 
thoſe connected with You, ye have, 
in fact, defeated your own cauſe at 
| | once; 
(Y) See Wiſdom of Solomon, chap. vi. ver. 24. 
alſo what is ſaid under the Article Obedience, 
p. 43> 44, 45. 
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once; for were there not another 
inſtance upon earth, your conduct 


is fully ſufficient to ſhew the neceſ- 
ſity of receiving Arricles of Faith, 
among the members of any Re- 
formed Church, and to eſtabliſh 
the neceſſity of Subſcriptions. Such 
terms of comprehenſion, as you 
propoſe, might indeed let into the 


15 church ſectaries of all denomina- 
tions; but what good could poſſibly 
accrue from thus breaking down, 


as it were, the pale of it, and lay- 


ing it _ to the . of ovary 
4 * ? ; | 


+ cannot hp here aking notice 


of the odd conceit of rendering the 


ſcriptures more perfect by freſh 


; tranſlations, a whim of the one: 


age; 
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ages but, were I to give judgment 
by a trahfſlation I have ſeen of the 
book: of: Job and the Pſalms, I 
really ſhould think men had better 
let them alone; for I verily believe 
and know; that thoſe are already 


better tranſſated than the ſpecimens 


Iſaw, both in regard of ſublimity 
and / Truth. In fact, men do not 
often appear who are capable of 
theſe matters; for it ſeemeth to 
me, that it hath been, if we may 
believe Ecclefiaſtical Hiſtory, the 
_ peculiar: work and appointment of 
Providence; in raiſing up men; at 
various times, properly qualified for 
this purpoſe; eſpecially about the 
time of - The: Reformation. How- 
ever, be that as it may, one thing 


1-:moſt confidently aver; that let 


. 
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F the preſent Engliſh Tranſtatias of . 

the Scriptures be explained by The 
Truth, and there will never be 
occaſion for a freſh one; for though 
I doubt not, that many ſmall parts 
are miſtranſlated, yet the whole is 
ſo clear and perfect, both in regard 
to matters of faith and practice, as 
to be eaſily underſtood by any. who 
have the diſpoſition: to underſtand 
the ſcriptures aright; and that 
therefore they do not ſtand in need 
ofany improved tranſlation. To ſpeak 
plain, I do not like the unfair uſe 
which has been made, in this age, 
of having recourſe to the original 
writings, taken up, and ſo much 
in requeſt at preſent among ſome, 
in order to pervert and defeat the 
| _ already. given of them, by 
4 _ perſons 
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profig _ 0 prejudiced and more 
g. In fact, this quib- 


bling (about the ſenſe and mean- 
of words, is like a dernier reſort 
and aſylum, when men want tf 
evade and deny the eridence of The 


Truth. 81 21. * gf 41 . JIE} 
8 -& | 


* i 211811 21 14 153/64 33 10 


Some nr Obervatins ol the fuſe 
32942 Wii} fecond Pſalm. 


« #7, 0% 01717 


"7 „Abe, ſegpe or A af. the frſt 
and ſecond Pſalm of David is truly 
admirable; (and no wonder, when 
we conſider chat they proceeded 
from the pen of a great and inſpired 


writer; z were in many peculiar i in- 
b ſtances 


- 
Foe 


(1) See the firſt Epiſtle of $4. Paul to Timothy, 


_ chap. vi. ver. 3, 4, 5 ;—allo the OY li. 


ver. 14, 16, 


TAS nen 
— Sx 
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| Rances the ſurs rd of igiraphecy, | 
and the immediate dictats io be 
deſcribing, in the fut, the Hliſferent 
ſtate of good and bad mes, the 
happineſs -of the eee 
duct is upright, and the fatal en 
of the latter, by this means — 
ing down the; jnſt diſttastlon be- 
tween wit d vice; vbeir effects 
and conſequences, he proceedeth 


in the ſeeond o deſerlbe the true 
Religion "of ire man moe perfecæly, 
Which he;'by way of commence, 
in the luck derte alle che right 
way (ﬆ). 9 


0 Phi i he 1 gall The 7 ruth, | 


. - * * 3 
- * 3 3 N 1 
T * * 
> + #6 Ara. 
„ — 
: 6 N 4 
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8 — Notes and \Obſerva- 
tions on the ſon" Pſalm, 


Re As, above. 


174 98 


136 The ſecond Plain. 


We e 


ee FLY 4; hs gr h 


re, 1 
TT: 13% #4. # 


; furiouſly rage vogether +: and 
oda $i ; Why 4 abe paul, eagle | 


vai thitg & 
wo The hipgs of the earth, and 


the rulers, take counſel to- 
1 gether againſt the Lord, and 
3 Wk 2 wee be 


we 
4 4 „ W 
5 * 
hl 344 ok 


(e) 111 is very oats that the cauſe of 
God the Father, and Chriſt the anointed Son, is 
here declared to be one and the ſame ; ; for the 


awinted doth not mean any temporal king, but 


the 


9 | Verſe 


Oe Cn OE OS ESRD 46-96 56 pdt "et 
- 


wo APPENIDIX, 


ms Let as break their; ond 


73 Mt ander: gad raſti qmay 
N eir cord lar Ye. 9017 


$3578 vas \ „ 4 ca - 


F* oy 48 2 L 1 bbs 
Comment with Obſervations. 


The Holy Spirit, by che mouth 
of the royal Prophet, here expreſsly 
foreſhews thoſe perſecutions' of * 
Chriſtia ian Religion, and its 
feſſors, which 'todk © place in = 
Heathen world under the Roman 


Emperors, after the Prophgntion 


a7.» of? DOE of 
| . EY ** N NSS 3 5 | 
4 Prince of dag the Meſh ab himſelf. And 
whoeyer reſiſts his religion, by denying his Di- 
vinity; without the belief of which it is in fact 
to them ng, en, at all (F). according to 
7 be 7. ruth, is alf o a e of him, and, 18 
in the ſame predicament. 5 1 


„ See Reply, p. 8 and xg * W 8 | 


| alt p- 47, 48.—Part the ſecond, p. 34. 


4 
546i 8 : * » | 
it * 43 * a N 7 ESSEN 
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of the Goſpel, and which are wel | 
 deſctibed by the Kings of tbe earth, 
and tbe rulers taking counſel tage- | 
ther, againſt the Lord, and againſf | 


his' anointed, -Hayin = Let PT break 
their bonds in ; funder : and caft away | 


their cords from 15. 


A Religion * which 1 was 10 ample 

in its. appearance, and totally di- 
veſted of all earthly pride and gran- 
deur, which alſo ſtruck ſo forcibly 
. againſt the indulgence of the paſ- 
ſions, and moreover diſclaimed all 
connexion with earthly and ſordid 
views, was not likely to be received 
caſily, eſpecially by the great and 
mighty of the earth, who had their 
paſſions to gratify, and other views 


to ſerve, and intereſts to regard, 
Sj}: iy we SEE: 


ian 


. — — — — 
u 
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whoſe” profits and advantages muſt 


ebnnexion witli 


che belle Rel dont befarg eſtabliſh- 


ed; nor by thoſe who immediately 
drew their ſupport from them; and 


ceaſe with the aboliſhment of 


— — 


« I . 1 
— 
. * & +] 7 q 1 * 1 — 
- N x 1 X - £ 
* A | . er - 
* » - - 
, 42 & £ ks * 


Yb: 7 7 He that. dwellerh in » the 
Heavens ſhall laugh them to 
Yo corn : the Lord Hall e. 
them in derifion.. S 12, 
by. 5 50 Then ſhall be ſpeak. unto 
them in his wrath : and ver 
them in bis fare, Gijplea- 
; fore.” N 
1 Let bave I 2 my King. 
|: aupon 17 2 55 hill of Sia. 


Com 
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| . Comment: 
That i is ; The Lord ſhall An 
and defeat the vain attempts of im- 


pious men, and confirm the king 


dom and dominion of the Meſſiah. 


But the excellence of theſe writings 


. is ſuperior to all paraphraſe ; for, 
through the illumination of the 
Holy Spirit, the Royal Prophet re- 


cords the words of God the Father 
himſelf, in the ſixth verſe, as well 


as in the latter part of the ſeventh, 
and in the eighth and the ninth, 


wherein he addreſſeth himſelf to 


the Son. 


Verſe *. * aoill preach the law, 
whereof the Lord hath aid 


anto me, Thou art my Son, 


this day have 1 begotten 
Thee. 


Q ; Verſe 


314 APPENDIX. 


Verſe 8. Defrre of me, and I will 
give [Thee the heathen for 
tine inheritance and the 
13 utter moſi parts of. the earth 


1 12 n Dan litt 


1 R : ? 


That is; 4 1 will ps — ſtu- 
pendous my ſer y of The Truth, the 
eternal generation of the Son of 
Ged, hid in, the treaſures of the 
In ivine Peing and knowledge from 
everlaſting, Y abſolutely inſcru- 
table by. ho fiaite reaſon and 
comprehenſion of man {y), but re- 
vealed unto me by his Holy Spirit. 
1 will declare the Being of the great 
| Reſtorer 2 ad Deliverer of f mankind, 
hole life and actions when united | 


to the human Nature will furniſh 


| matter 
(00 See Reply, p. 3 to 7 incluſive, 
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matter of wonder, - aſtoniſhment, 
and love, to rational Beings : 1 will 
reveal that law, which, through 
belief in it, and practice of its pre- 
cepts, beſtoweth ſalvation and hap- 
pineſs-on the human Race; which 
reconcileth all difficulties regarding 
the attributes of God; and which 
is a ſyſtem of peace eternal between 

the Divine and its proper objects in 
the human Nature (2). The force 
and progreſſion of which ſhall alſo 
be ſo great, as to prevail even to 
the ends of the earth; for the 
whole world ſhall not be able to 
gainſay or reſiſt it, but in the end 

be converted to, receive and em- 
brace it: a prophecy, with ſome 


2 others 


(z) See pages 10, 17 and 18 ;—alio Pfalm 
Ixxxv. verſe the 8th to the end. | 
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others of the faule kind, which 
will ſome time or other ee 
compleated, by the reception of 
all nations into n boſom 1 — 
church _ 2 310" 

| doing 9 Thu ite Srui "In them 
f ih @ rod of iron! thou 
Ly halt break them in « pieces 
nd a Laren S veel. FD: Od. 


11 2 41 10 3911 


Comment. 4 


1 hat is; ; all gainſayers, 85 7 op- 
BIG and perſecutors of the Re- 


— of Chriſt, whether in or out 
nc... uf 


(a) Let me | here 8 that no campre- 
| henſive ſcheme will anſwer during the reign of 
infidelity and vice. But it is probable unamitiity 
in religious matters will take place, when true 

Faith and purity of manners in the profeſſors of 
the Chriſtian Religion ſhall ſo operate with the 
Divine Will and appointments, as to diſpoſe all 


nations — to embrace it. 


APPENDIX. 117 


| of the pale of the Church, ſhall be 

reſiſted; and in the end utterly con- 
founded by The Truth, that ſword 
of the Spirit. It may moreover 
mean Chriſt's Dominion, whereby 
he ruleth and diſpoſeth the affairs 
of this world, puniſhing thoſe in 
body, mind, or temporal affairs, 
who diſbelieve, or neglect the prac- 


tice of his true Religion. 


Nek 10. : Be wiſe therefore ye 
n _ kings: : be learned Je Judges 


37 
of the earth. 


Wa 


wh 'S 
SF ag 


Comment. 
Though this admonition of be- 
ing wiſe and learned, in ſome de- 
2: gree relates to all; yet, as reſpect 
is here had to the an of kings, 
and the advice is given by a Prince, 
their 
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their equal in ſtation, and ſuperior 
through wiſdom and inſpiration, it 
is addreſſed to them, and the great 
men of the earth. Now the true 
Wiſdom of Scripture, as reſpecting 
mankind, is the knowledge or prac- 
tice of The Truth; but, by the 
mention of the word learned, it 
appears to relate here chiefly. to the 
former: and it is very remarkable, 
that none are called learned, in any 
other ſenſe, in this and many other 
parts of Scripture, | 


Verſe 11. Serve the Lord with 
| fear : and, rejoice unto bim 
7014.5 reverence. 


Somibent. 
As in the former verſe, an admo- 
nition was giren concerning the wil- 
dom 


APPENDIX. 119 


dom of obtaining the knowledge of 


religious Truth, ſo here another 
admonition is given, regarding the 


wiſdom of the practice of religious 
duties; but it ſeemeth chiefly to 
relate to that fear and reverential 
awe, which ought to be obſerved 
by all, in the public worſhip of 
God; and which belongeth as a 
duty to all men in general, as well 
as to 1 


verſe 12. K. ifs che San If he bz 

| angry, and ye periſh from 
the right way : Bleſſed are 
all they that put their truſt 
in Him. 


Explanation. 
That is; do not deſpiſe the Son 
* God, either by degrading his 


Perſon, 


. 
— — CO — 
. 
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Perſon, or otherwiſe reſiſting his 
Truth in belief or praQice; but | 
have the moſt ſincere love for him, 
' reverence him, and obey his doc- 
trines. For otherwiſe, as he is 
The Way, The Truth, and The 
Life, he will not lead you into the 
former; but ſuffer you utterly to 
periſh from it : will not continue 
the influence of his Holy Spirit to 
inſtruct you - but will withdraw 
his grace, let you remain deſtitute 
of true knowledge, and yet in the 
end be accountable to him for that 
cauſe in your depraved underſtand- 
ing and will, which kept you in 
ſuch miſerable ignorance and wick- 
ed error, contrary to his defire and 
deſign in coming upon earth to in- 
* you in true knowledge, and 

ſave 
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fave you by the ſacrifice of himſelf. 


And this moſt remarkable verſe; 


and the Pſalm, end with a bleſſing 
upon thoſe, who will be ſo inſtruc- 
ted; and who truſt in him alone, 
both in regard of ſacrifice and 
atonement to deliver them from the 
puniſhment of fin, and alſo of re- 


-- newal and reſtoration of Nature, 


and the influence of his Holy Spirit, 


__-ithey may in the end attain ſome de- 
>" Pree of perfection, and be eftabliſh- 
ed in the practice of true virtue: 

Nevertheleſs, however, altogether 
t dependant on Him alone, in, reſpect 
of perſect Righteouſneſs perform- 


ned; and their final acceptance with 


God. rec os a. 
R This 


- 
* ane 2 — ů ů 
» 
— — = . 


122 APPENDIX. 
This is the chief ſubſtance and 


meaning of this remarkable verſe : 
And in it there is ſomewhat fo 
ſtriking in regard of thoſe who deny 
The Truth, viz. the Divinity of 
Chriſt ; that, as before in The 
Reply, page the third, I recom- 
mend it to the ſober attention, and 
moſt ſerious peruſal of all ſuch, as | 
one of the beſt means, Joined with 
unfeigned prayer to God, and an 
humble and obedient temper of 
mind, of informing them in the 
knowledge of it. 


V. boſo then is wife, will ponder 
_ theſe things : and to them ſhall be 
made known zhe 2 * 
_ Lord. 


ts 
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As uni iſe man doth not well 
conſt der this : : and a fool will not 
underſtand . = 

But is like tbe deaf ab that 
Aoppeth her ears; and refuſeth to 
bear the voice of the Charmer, charm 
be never /o wiſely. | 

De righteous however ſhall think 
thereon and rejoice : and the mouth 


of all them that Jpeak lies A Se 


Hoppeu. 


As. for: me, I will ſpeak thy pra iſe, | 


0 Lord] and let all fleſh ble fs thy 
holy name, for ever and ever. 

For great and marvellous are thy 
works, Lord God Almighty : juſt 
and true are thy ways, thou Ki ing of 


Saint D fore e 
210 Halleluiah [- > 


Ra 


* 
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Bleſſing, and Honour, and Glory, 
and Power, (be) unto HTM that 
Atteth upon the Throne, and unto 
THE LAMB FOR EY ER AND 
EV ER. Amen. 


After the word DEITY, page 83, add, 


HENCE THE INEFFABLE 
UNION OF THE SON, AND 
ALSO OF THE HOLY GHOST, 
WITH THE FATHER (a). 


(a) Here then is a fair, conſiſtent, and mani- 
feſt proof of the Unity of the Perſons, in the 
| Godhead. For what imperfection or diviſion 
can be with them, whoſe eſſence is BEING 
itſelf, and TRUTH, which is ONE, eternal 
22d unchangeable, i in which there is no variable- 


neſs, 
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neſs nor e of turning, and who are alſo 
united by LOVE infinite and ineffable, by 
Obedience in her perfect form ?—In other words, 
how can there be leſs than Unity in the Perſons of 
the Godhead, ſeeing they have the ſame Eſſential 
ſimplicity of Being neceſſary to one eternal? have 
One Knowledge, and that The 7 ruth ? Ons Will, 


and ge infinite Love ? 


Thus The Three are One, in atruer and better 
| ſenſe than any Scholaſtic Terms can expreſs; and 
alſo in which God is One more truly according to 
his Nature, than in that Unbelievers ſo much 
inſiſt on. The Father indeed is greater than the 
Son, becaufe he is the great ſource of all Being; 
| becauſe Obedience is due to him from the Son; 
and alſo becauſe the latter is united to the human 
Nature. The Son however hath the ſame eternal 
Nature as The Father, being begotten by him, 
and therefore participating of it; for as the 
Father hath life in himſelf; ſo alſo bath be given 
unto the Son to have life in himſelf. Thus much 
ſemen Oy to this An And a : 


O moſt mighty, ah a Lord f Heaven 
end Earth ! pardon thou the feeble efforts of thy 


_ finful 
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| _ foful creahure, in thus endea vouring 1 diſplay thy | 
wanderful, infinite, and adorable perfeczipng, and 
give, as it were, @ faint view of, and imperfect 
inſight into thy Nature incompreten/ible1. give alla 
thy heavenly grace ta gil thoje who will Yield: 40 ils 
bleſſed influence, and be guided by its ſupreme diree- 
lion; that they may hoth underſtand and feel that 
this is life eternal, even i know. Thee, - and Feſus 
Chriſt whom thou haſt ſent : Sanfify us ther, 
© Lord! through the Mord LY * ire 5 
Amen. A : 
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125 Part I. of HARMONY of the SCRIPTURES. 
Page 6, line the x5th, for the firſt % read. in,—Page hs 


note 11, line the zd, for Zs, read 8. age 32, 
line the 6th, after declivation; add the words vf @ Judgment. 
Page 47, line the 3d, for auen, read e $3». ** the 
36, take off the mark of i interrOgayion. | 
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| E 19. note, for chap. vi. read ix. " Page 86, 55 95 
to Movoyery, add the Greek Aa e 72, line 3, for may, 
read nay.— Page 83, line 11, after IB, add page gy, 
note, line the Jaſt, all the words aſter Sodlingſ to Oli 
mould be Italics.— Page 100, line 8, for 
make 26. Page 103, note, line the laſt, for 43, 44» 45» 
read 84, 85, 86, 87,—Page 110, note 7 for 34, read 
65, 66, 


